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TO THE 
Ricur Honovrasre the 


Lady FRANCES GARDINER. 


MADAM, 
HE intimateKnowledgewhich 
I had of CorloN RL GAR. 
DINE R's Private as well as Publick 
Character, and of that indeared 
Friendſhip which ſo long ſubſiſted 
between Him and Your Ladyſhip, 
makes me more ſenſible than moſt 
others can be, both of the inexpreſ- 
fible Loſs You have ſuſtained, and 
of the exquiſite Senſe You have of 
it. I might, in ſome Degree, argue 
what You felt, from the Agony with 


which my own Heart was torn by 
| a 2 that 


4 iv ) 
that ever to be lamented Stroke, 
which deprived the Nation, and the 
Church, of ſo great an Ornament 
and Bleſſing: And indeed, Mapa, 
I was ſo ſenſible of Your Calamity, as 
to be ready in my firſt Thoughts to 
congratulate You, when I heard the 
Report which at firſt prevailed, - that 
You died under the Shock. Yet 
cooler Reflection teaches me, on ma- 
ny Accounts, to rejoice that Your 


Ladyſhip has ſurvived that deareſt 
Part of Your Self; tho' after having 
been ſo lovely and pleaſant in Your 
Lives, it would have been Matter 
of Perſonal Rejoicing, in Death not 
to have been divided. The nume- 
rous and promiſing Offspring with 
which Gop hath bleſſed Your Mar- 
riage, had evidently the higheſt In- 
tereſt in the continued Life of ſo pi- 
ous and affectionate a Mother: And 
I hope, and aſſuredly believe, there 
was a more important, and to You 
a much dearer Intereſt concerned, 
as 


8 
as GOD may be, and is, ſgnally 
honoured; by the Manner in which 
You bear this heavieſt and moſt ter- 

rible Stroke of His Paternal Rod. 
Gop had been pleaſed, Mapa, 
to make You. BoTH eminent for a 
Variety of Graces; and He has pro- 
portionably diſtinguiſhed You zoTHn, 
in the Opportunity He has given 
You of exerciſing thoſe, which ſuit 
the moſt painful Scenes that can at- 
tend a pious and an honourable Life. 
But when I conſider, what it is, to 
have loſt ſuch a Man, at ſuch a 
Time, and in ſuch Circumſtances, 
I muſt needs declare, that brave and 
| heroick as the Death of the Col oNRI 
was, Your Ladyſhip's Part is beyond 
all Compariſon the hardeſt. Yet 
even here has the Grace of CHRIS 
been /#fficient for you; and I join 
with Your Ladyſhip in adoring the 
Power and Faithfulneſs of Him, 
who has here ſo remarkably ſhewn, 
that He forgets not His Promiſe to 
all 


(v1) 

all His People of a Strengib propor- 
tionable zo — 1 e . 
be enabled to glorify Him in the hot 
teſt Furnace, into which it is poſ- 
fible they ſhould be caſt. 

To hear, (as I have heard from 
ſeveral Perſons of diſtinguiſhed Cha- 
rater, who have lately had the Hap- 
pineſs of being near Your Ladyſhip,) 
of that meek Reſignation to the 
Divine Will, of that calm Patience, 
of that Chriſtian Courage, . with 
which, in ſo weak a State of Health 
and Spirits, You have ſupported un- 
der this awful Providence, has given 
me great Pleaſure, but no Surprize. 
80 near a Relation to ſo brave a 
Man might have taught ſome Degree 
of Fortitude, to a Soul leſs ſuſcepti- - 
ble of it than Your Ladyſhip's. Nor 
is there any Doubt, but that 255 
Prayers He has ſo long been laying 
up in Store for You, eſpecially fince 
the Decay of his Conſtitution gave 
him Reaſon to expe& a ſpeedy Re- 


move, 


(vü) 

move, will aſſuredly at ſuch a Sea- 
ſon come into Remembrance before 
GOD. And above all, the ſublime 
Principles of the Chriſtian Religion, 
ſo —— imbibed into Your own 
Heart as well as His, will not faif 
to exert their Energy on ſuch an 
Occaſion. Theſe, Mapau, will 
teach You toyview the Hand of a 
Wiſe, a Rfligadus, and a Gracious 
GOD in this Event; and will ſhew 
You, that @ Friendſbip founded on 
ſuch a Baſis, ſo very indearing, 
and fo cloſely cemented, as that 
which has been here for many 
Years a Bleſſing to You porn, can 
know only a very ſhort Interruption, 
and will ſoon grow up into a Union 
infinitely nobler and more delight- 
ful, which never ſhall be liable to 
any Separation, 

In the mean Time, Mapau, it 
may * us not a little under 
the Senſe of our preſent Loſs, to 
think what Religious Improvement 


. | we 


. 


(viii) 


we may gain by it, if we are not 


wanting to ourſelves: And happy 
ſhall we be indeed, if we ſo Hear 
the Rod, as to receive the J nſtrutftions 
it ſo naturally ſuggeſts and inforces. 


Perſons of any ſerious Reflection 


will learn from this awful Event, 
how little we can judge of the Divine 
Favour by the viſible Diſpenſations of 
Providence here: They will learn, 
(and it may be of great Importance to 
conſider it, juſt .in ſuch a Criſis as 
this,) chat no diſtinguiſhed Degree 
of Piety can ſecure the very Beſt of 
Men from the Sword of a common 
Enemy: And they will ſee (written, 
alas, in Characters of the moſt pre- 


cious Blood, that War ever ſpilt in 


our Iſland, ) the Vanity of the ſureſt 
Protectors and Comforters which 
Mortality can afford, at a Time when 
they are moſt needed, N 
Theſe are general Inſtruct ions, 
which I hope Thouſands will re- 
ceive, on this univerſally lamented 
0 Occaſion: 


„ 

Gccaſion: But to You, Ma DAu, and 
to me, and to all that were honour- 
ed with the moſt intimate Friendſhip 
of this Chriftian Hero, His Deat 

has @ peculiar Yoice. Whilſt it leads 
us back into ſo many paſt Scenes of 
Delight, in the Remembrance of which 
we now pour out our Souls within 
us; it calls aloud; amidſt all this 
tender | Diſtreſs; Hoi 4 Tribute of 
bumble Thankfulneſs to Gov, that 
ever we enjoyed ſuch a Friend, and 
eſpecially in ſuch an Intimacy 
of mutual Affection; and that 
we had an Opportunity of obſerv- 
ing, in ſo many Inſtances, the 
ſecret Receſſes of a Heart, which 
Gop had enriched, adorned, and en- 
nobled with ſo much of His own 


Image, and fuch abundant Commu- 


nications of His Grace: It calls for 
our redoubled Diligence and Reſo- 
lution, in imitating that bright Aſ- 
ſemblage of Vi irtues, which ſhone 
0 jefptendent in our illuſtrious 

b Friend: 


(* 

Friend: And ſurely it muſt, by a Kind 
of irreſiſtible 1 mortify our 
Aﬀefians to this impoveriſhed World; 
and muſt cauſe Nature to concur 
with Grace, in raiſing our Hearts 
upwards to that glorious World, 
where He dwells Triumphant and 
Immortal, and waits our. Arriyal 
with an Ardor of pure and elevated 
Love, which it was impaſ ble _ 
Hog to. guencl t. 

Next to theſe Views, nothing can 
give Your Ladyſhip greater Satialac- 
ion, than to reflect, how happy 
You. made the amiable. Conſort you 
have loſt, in that intimate Relation 
You fo. long bore to each other; in 
which, I well know, that growing 
Vears ripened and increaſed Vour 
mutual Eſteem and Friendſhip. Nor 
will Vour generous Heart · be inſen- 
Able of that Pleaſure, which may 
ariſe from reflecting, that he Man- 
ner of His Death (tho' in itſelf fo 
terrible, that we dare not truſt Ima; 


gi nation 


(n) 
gination with the particular Review,) | 
was to Him, in thoſe Circumſtances, | 
moſt | glorious, | to Religion highly | 
ornamental, and to His Country 
(great as its Loſs is,) on various Ac- 
counts beneficial. For very far be 
it from us to think, that Col oNEI 
GARDINER, tho” fallen by the 
Weapons of Rebellion: and Treaſon; 
has fought and died in vain. I truſt 
in Gov, that ſo heroick a Behavi- - 
our will inſpire our Warriors with 
augmented . Courage, - now they are 
called to exert it in a Cauſe, the moſt 
noble and important that can ever be 
in Queſtion, the Cauſe of our Laws, 
our Liberty, and Religion. I truſt, 
that all who keep up a Correſpon- 
dence with Heaven by Prayer, will 
renew their Interceſſion for this 
bleeding Land with increaſing Fer- 
vour, now we have 1% one who 
food in the Breach with ſuch un- 
wearied Importunity. And. I am 
well aſſured, that of the Multitudes 


who 


( xii )) 

who lay up His Memory in their in- 

moſt Hearts with Vrneration and 

Love, not a few will be often Join- | 
ing their moſt affectionate Prayers 

to Gop, for Your Ladyſhip, and the 

dear riſing Branches of Your Family, 
with thoſe which You may; in Con- 

ſequence of a Thouſand BO, 

_ _—_ . L 


r 
5 


en, 


n our Todi Sm W a 


and obediint bumble Servant, 


Woo. 
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I is a Glory peculiar to the Chriſtian, 
Religion, chat it. is, capable, of yielding 
Joe and Triumph, to the Mind, amidſt 


Calamities, in which the Strength of Na- 


ture, and of a Philoſophy that has no higher 
a Support, can hardly give it berenityn or IT 
even Patience. Thoſe boaſted Aids are but 
like a Candle in ſome tempeſtuous Night, 
which how artificially ſoever it may be fenc- 
ed in, is often extinguiſhed amidſt the Storm, 
in which it ſhould guide and chear, the Tra- 


veller, or the Mariner; whom it leayes on, 


a Sudden, in, Darkneſs, Horror, and Fear, + 
While the Conſolation of the Goſpel, - like the, 
5 makes a ſure Day « even when behiqd. the 

B | thickeſt 


* 0 


n 
thickeſt Cioud, and ſoon emerges from it 
with an Acceſſion of more ſenſible Luſtre. 

The Obſervation is verified in theſe Words, 
conſidered in Connection with that awful 
Providence, which has this Day determined 
my Thoughts to fix upon them, as the Subject 
of my Diſcourſe; the Fall of that truly great 
and good Man, Colon EL GAR DINER: 

Theendearing Tenderneſz of whoſe Friendſhip 
would have rendered his Death an unſpeak- 

able Calamity to me, had his Character been 


only of the common Standard; as on the 


other hand, the exalted Excellency of his 
Character makes his Death to be lamented 
by Thouſands, who” were not happy in any 


peculiar Intimacy or e Cle 4 TAE 


x „with him. 


While we mourn the views Warrior, - the 
exemplary Chriſtian, and the affectionate 
Friend ; loſt to ourſelves and our Country, 
to the Church and the World, at a Time 
when we moſt needed all the Defence of 
his Bravery, all the Edification of his Exam- 
ple, all the Comfort of his Converſe: Struck 
with the various and aggravated Sorrow of 
fo ſadden, and ſo terrible a Blow, methinks 
there is but one Voice that can chear us, 
which s this of the ge Captain of our 

* Salvation, 


63) 


Salvation, ſo lately addreſſing him, and ſtill 
addreſſing us, in theſe comprehenſive and 
animated Words; Be thou faithful unto 


Deatb, and I will give thee 4 — 
22 


"With. Regard to-the,CanneBicn-ofcaees, 
it may be ſnfficient to obſerve, That our 
Lord in all theſe Seven Epiſtles to the Afa- 


_ tick Churches repreſents the Chriſtian Life as 
24 Warfare, and the Bleflings of the Future 


State as Rewards to be beſtowed on Conque- 
rors. To him that overcometh, will I give 
ſuch and foch Royal Donatives. Purſuing 
the ſame Alkgory, he warns the Church of 
Smyrna of an approaching Combat, which 
ſhould. be attended with ſome ſevere Cir- 
cumſtances. Some of them were to become 
Captives; tbe Devil ſball caſt ſome of you 
into Priſon: And tho* the Power of the 
Enemy was to be limited, in its Extent as 
well as its Duration, to the Tribulation of 
Ten Days, it ſeems to be implied, that 
while many were harraſſed and diſtreſſed 
during that Time, ſome of them ſhould 
before the Cloſe of it be called to refit unto 
Blood, But their great Leader furniſhes 
them with ſuitable Armour, and proporti- 
onable Courage, by this gracious Aſſurance, 

B 2 which 


(4) 
[which it is our preſent Buſineſs. farther to 
contemplate: Be tbou faithful unto Death, 
und I vill give tbee à Croton of Life. 
Aa which- Words you naturally oblerie 
a Charge, and 4 Promiſe by which it 
is ihfotcedl—— IT ſhall briefly illuſtrate each, 


and then 5 WK ſome . open 
hs e 03 OS 


Sie uin ods arngibions wind, ok 
Ener. I ami to open be Charge here 
pen -Beovboy faithful unte Death. 


2 „ * * o AY « 
2 Are | 0 


weil denen * 1 a n 
tho it is Immediately addreſſed to the Church 
at Smyrna, yet; the Nature of the Thing 
ald numberleſs Paſſages of the Divine Word 
concur to proven that it is common in its 
ane N all: Ne and t to 
nnn. ol ad od be 
I shall not in large in 88 the Na- 

5 of Fthfulneſs in general; concerning 
which I might ſhew you, that the Word 
here rendered: faithful, has ſometimes a_Re- 
lation to the T vhich Gon has given : 
us, and ſometimes to ſome Truft that he 
has repoſed.. in US. In the former Senſe, it 

is properly rendered believing, and oppoſed 
40 Aae „Be not Kad eſs, bur believ- 


2. * ng 
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(3) 


ing (a). In the latter, it is oppoſed to Injuf- 


tice: Hs that is faithful in that which is 


leaſt, is faithful alſo in much; whereas he 


that is unjuſt in the leaſt, is unjuſt | alſo in 
much (b). And it is in reference to this 
Senſe of it, that eur Lord repreſents himſelf, 
as ſaying to the Man who had improved his 
Talents aright, Well done, good and faithful 


Servant (c)] Our deceaſed Friend was ſo 


remarkably faithful | in both theſe Senſes; ſo 
ready to admit, and fo zealous to defend the 
Faith once delivered tothe Saints; and fo ac- 
tive in improving thoſe various Talents, with 
which, in Mercy to many others as well as 
to himſelf, Gop had intruſted him; that it 
was very natural-to touch upon theſe Signi- 
fications of the Word, tho' it has here a 
more particular View to. another Virtue, for 
which he was ſo lluſtriouſly conſpicuous, 
I mean, the couragious Fidelity of a Soldier 
in his Warfare. 

In this Senſe of the Word, it is oppoſed - 
to Treachery or Cowardice,  Deſertion or 
Diſobedience to military Orders. And thus 
it is uſed elſewhere in this ſame Book of the 
Revelation, when ae of thoſe ww war 


under 


(a) John xx, 27, (5) Luke xvi. 10, (ce) Mat, 
Xv. 23. e - 


16 
under the Banner of the Lamb, the King of 
Kings, and Lord of Lords, the inſpired Wri- 
ter tells us, they are called, and choſen, and 
faithful (4), a ſelect Body of brave and vali- 
ant Soldiers. 

This Hint will alſo fix the cafeſt- and 
plaineſt Senſe, in which the Perſons, to whom 
the Text is addreſſed, are required to be 
faithful unto Death; Which, tho' it does 
indeed in general imply, a patient Continu- 
ance in Mell. doing (e), in whatever Scenes of 
Life Divine Providence may place us; yet 
does eſpecially refer to martial Bravery, and 
expreſs a Readineſi to face Death in its molt 
terrible Forms, when our great General ſhall 
lead us on to it, You well know this to 
be an indiſpenfable Condition of our being 
acknowledged by him in the Day of his final 
Triumph: And of this he warned thoſe 
that gathered around him, when he was firſt 
raiſing his Army, under the greateſt Diſad- 
vantages in outward Appearance; expreſsly 
and plainly telling them, that they muſt be 
content to follow him to Mertyrdom, to fol- 
low him 10 Crucifixion, when they receive 
the Ward of Command to do it; or that 
1 their Profeſſion of *** to him would 

be 


(4) Rev. xvii. 14. ( Rom, i li. 7. 


(7) 

be in vain.” F any Man, ſays he, wil! come 
after me, let bim dem himſelf, and take up 
his Croſs, and follow me (f): For be that 
loveth his own Life more than me, is not wor- 
thy of me (g); he does not deſerve the Ho- 
nour of bearing my Name, and paſſing for 
one of my Soldiers; indeed he cannot on 
any Terms be my Diſciple VJ. | 

This therefore is in Effect the Language 
of our Lord, when he ſays, Be thou faith- 
ful unto Death: It is as if he had ſaid. Re- 
« member, all you of Smyrna, or of any 
other Place and Country, that call your- 
« ſelves Chriftians, throughout all Genera- 
« tions, that you were by Baptiſm inliſted 
« under my Banners: Remember, that you 
e have as it were ſealed, and ſubſcribed 
« your Engagement to me, by every Sacra- 
ment you have fince attended; (as in- 
deed it is well known, the Word Sacrament 
originally ſignifies 4 military Oath, which 
Soldiers took as a Pledge of Fidelity to their 
General':) Remember therefore, that 
e you are ever to continue with me, and 
* to march forward under my Direction, | 
* whatever Hardſhips and Fatigues may lie 


WE * 


OC) Mark viii. 34. C) Mat. x. 37, 39- 
(5) Luke xiv, 26. 


(8) 

© in the Way. And renietnber, that if 1 
t lead you on to the moſt formidable Com- 
e bat, you. muſt chearfully obey. the Word 
„ of Command, and charge boldly, tho 
* you ſhould immediately die, whether by 
« the Sword; or by Fire. Should you dare 
« to flee, Lam myſelf your Enemy; and 
te the Weapons which I bear, would juſtly 
te be levelled at your own traiterous Heads. 
“ But if you bravely follow me; I know 
* how to make you ample Amends, even 
< tho you fall in the Action. When no 
& Human Power and Gratitude can reach 
* you; it is my glorious Prerogative to en- 
« gage, that to thoſe who are thus Faith- 
0 « ful unto Death, I will give a Crown. N 
« Kt. Fer We. are hee, -; 1- 


nc conDLY, to -confider the Proms, by 
which the Charge is-enforced : I will 
8 thee a Crown 4 Life. 1590 


1 here I. haha oblawe, — 
| 45 Life is is the glorious Reward propoſed, 
| and it is to be received from the HET 


of CunuST.. 


4 © 


(9) 


1. 4 Grown * Life is the Reward pro- 
| poſed: Which we are ſure in this 
Connection implies, both Grandeur, and 


Felicity; here, tho rarely, connected 
together. 


Thete is, no Doubt, an Alluſion in theſe 
Words, to the antient, and I think very pru- 
dent, Cuſtom of animating the Bravery of 


Soldiers by honorary Rewards, arid particu» - 


larly by Crowns; ſometimes of Laurel, and 
ſometimes; more rarely; of Silver or Gold; 
which they were permitted to wear on Publick 
Occaſions, and in Conſequence of receiving 
which they were ſometimes intitled to ſome 


peculiar Immunities. But here our Lord 


Ixsus CuRISr, conſcious of his own Di- 
vine Power and Prerogative, ſpeaks with a 
Dignity and Elevation, which no Earthly 
Prince or Commander could ever aſſume; 
promiſing a Crown of Life, and that ( as 
was obſerved before) even to thoſe who 
ſhould fall in the Battle: A Crown of Life 
in the higheſt Senſe ; not only one, which 
ſhould ever be freſh and fair, but which 
ſhould give Immortakty to the happy Brow 
it adorned; and be for ever worn, not only 


85 N 
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6100 
as the Monument of Bravery and Victory, 
but as the Enſign of Royalty too: A Crown 
connected with a Kingdom, and with what 
no other Kingdom can give, perpetual Life 
to enjoy it ; perpetual Youth and Vigour to 
reliſh all its Delights. And this is agreeable 


'to the Language of other Scriptures, where 


we read of the Crown of Life, which the 
Lord hath promiſed to them that lvoe him (i); 
4 Crown of Righteouſneſs, which the Lord the 
righteous Judge ſhall give (t); a Crown of 
Ghry, which cus not away (1). We may 


alſo e 


2. That it is ſaid to be given by Cu RIST. 


This * pious Commentators have ex- 
plained, as intimating, that it is the Giſt of 
the Redeemer's free and unmerited Grace, and 
not a Retribution due to the Merit of him that 
receiveth it. And this is an undoubted Truth, 
which it is of the higheſt Importance to ac- = 
knowledge and conſider, The proper Wages of 
Sin, is Death; but Eternal Life is (in Oppoſi- 


tion to Wages) the Gift of GOD through Feſus 


_— our Lord (m). We. ſhould humbly 
own 


| (i) ta. mw 2 Tim, iv. 8, O 1 Pet. 
v. 4. (n) Rom, vi. 23. 


. 
own it every Day, that there is no Proportion 
between the Value of our Services, and be 
Crown which we expect to receive: Should 
own, that it is Mercy that pardons our Sins, 
and Grace that accepts our Services; much 
more, that crowns them. Grace, Grace, 
ſhall (as it were) be engraven upon that 
Crown, in Characters large and indelible : 
Nor will that Inſcription diminiſh its Luſtre, 
or impair the Pleafure with which wo ſhall 
receive it. I could not forbear mentioning 
this Thought, as a Truth of the utmoſt 
Importance, which ſtands on the firmeſt Baſis 
of very many expreſs Scriptures; a Truth, 
of which perhaps no Man living had ever a 
deeper Senſe, than our deceaſed Friend, But 
1 mention it thus obliquely, becauſe it may 
be doubted whether we can juſtly argue it 
from hence; ſince the Word give is ſome- 
times uſed for rendering a Retribution juſtly 
due, and that in Inſtances where Grace and 
Favour have, in Propriety of Speech, no 
Concern at all (). 

But it is certain, that this Expreſſion, 1 


will give thee a Crown of Life, is intended 


C2 to 


(n) Compare Mat. xx. 8. Give the Labourers their 


Hire. Col. iv. 1. Maſters, give unto your Servants 
that which is juſt and equel. 
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(49) 


to lead our Thoughts to this important Cir- , 


cumſtance ; that this Crown is to be received 


From the Hand of CnRIST himſelf - And 


the Apoſtle Pau} evidently refers to the ſame 
Circumſtance, in Terms which ſhew how 
much he entered into the Spirit of the 
Thought, when he ſays, The Lord the Righ- 
teous Fudge ſhall give it me (o): He bim- 
ſelf, the great Fudge of the Conteſt, whoſe 
Eye witneſſes the whole Courſe of it, whoſe 
Deciſion cannot err, and from whoſe. Sen- 


tence there is no Appeal: Alluding to be 


Fudge who preſided in the Grecian Games, 
who was always a Perſon of Rank and Emi- 
nence, and bimſelf reached forth the Reward 
to him who overcame in them, 

So that on the whole, when our Lord 
Jesus CRIST ſays, Be thou faithful unto 


| Death, and I will give thee a Crown of Life, 


methinks our devout Meditations may expa- 
tiate upon the Words, in ſome ſuch. __ 
pbraſe as this. It is as if he had faid, 


| you, and to me, and to all his People, ah 


„ my faithful Soldiers, fear not Death in its 
*© moſt terrible. Array, for you are immortal. 
& .Fear not them that can kill the Body (p: 


Vou hayea nobler Part, which they cannot 


| | reach; 
(e) 2 Tim, iv. 8. () Mat. x. 28, 


123 


* reach; and I will undertake, not only 
* for its Reſcue, but its Happineſs. I will 
« anſwer for it, on the Honour of my 
* Royal Word, that it ſhall ve in a State of 
* noble Enlargement, of triumphant Joy. 
© Think on me: I am he that liveth, the 
* vas dead; and behold, I am alive for 
* evermore (9): And becauſe I live, you ſhall 
« Jive alſo (r); ſhall exiſt in a State; that de- 
E ſerves the great and honourable Name of 
% Liſe; ſo that Earth in all its Luſtre: and 
« Pleaſure, when compared with it, is but 
4 as a Scene of Death, or at beſt as an amuſ- 
* ing Dream when one awaketh ( ). 
We may alſo conſider him, as purſuing 
this animating Addreſs, and faying: « My 
*« brave Companions in Tribulation and Pati- 
* ence, you ſhall not only live; but reign. 
Think not, thou good Soldier, who art 
© now fighting under my Banner, that thy | 
& General will wear his Honours alone. If 
* I have my Grown, if I have my Triumph, 
te be aſſured that thou alſo ſhalt have fhine. 
* Thou mayeſt indeed ſeem to periſb in the 
* Combat, and thy Friends may mourn, and 
* thine Enemies inſult, as if thou wert ut- 
« terly 


(g] Rev. i. 18. | (r) John xiv. 19. (5) Pfal. 
Ixxlii, 20, a. 


( 14 ) 


“ ſpreads: over thee her golden Wing, and 
“ holds out, not a Garland of fading Flow- 
“ ers or Leaves, but @ Crown that ſhall 
« keep its Luſtre, when all the coſtlieſt 
Gems on Earth are melted in the general 
“ Burning; yea, when the Luminaries of 
r Heaven are extinguiſhed. and the Sun 
e and Stars fade away in their Orbs. 
% Nor will 1,” does he ſeem to ay | 
76 fend thee this Crown by ſome inferior 
% Hand; not even by the nobleſt Angel, 
„ that waits on the Throne I have now aſ- 
* cended. Thou ſhalt receive it from mine 
om Hand; (from that Hand, which 


would make the leaſt Gift Wi: What 


a Dignity then will it add to the greateſt!) 


Nor will I myſelf confer this Reward in 
* Private; it ſhall be given with the moſt 
** magnificent Solemnity, Thou ſhalt be 
brought to me before the aſſembled World: 
„ Thy Name ſhall be called over; thou 
„ ſhalt appear, and I will own thee, and 


% crown thee, in publick View, Thy Friends 


F ſhall fee it with Raptures of Joy, and 
- © congratulate. an Honour in which they 
% ſhall alſo ſhare, . Thine Enemies ſhall ſee 


it with Envy and with Rage, to increaſe 
| « their 


(15) 


e dcheit Confuſion and Miſery : They (hall 


« ſee, that while by their malicious Aſſaults 
« they were endeavouring to deſtroy thee, 
ce they were only eſtabliſhing thy Throne, and 
ec * the Luſtre which ſhall for ever 
« adorn thy Brow ; while theirs is blaſted 
“ with the Thunder of reſiſtleſs Wrath, and 
« deep engraven with the indelible Marks 
of Vengeance. This Crown ſhalt thou 
« for ever wear, as the perpetual Token of 
t my Eſteem and Affection: Nor ſhall it 
* be merely a ſhining Ornament: A rich 
Revenue, a glorious Authority, goes along 
with it. Thou ſhalt reign for ever and 
ever (t); and be @ King, as well as 4 
1 Prieft, unto GOD (u). 


They who enter by a lively Faith into 
the Import of theſe glorious Words, will 
(I doubt not) pardon my having expatiated 
ſo largely upon them. We have believed, and 
therefore have we ſpoken (x): And I queſ- 
tion not, but that many of you have in the 
Courſe of this Repreſentation prevented me 
in ſome of the Reflections, which naturally 
ariſe from ſuch a Subject. Vet it may not 
| s | P * be 
(t) Rev. xxii, 5. (2) Rev. i. 6. (x) 2 Cor. iv. 13. 
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be i improper to aſſiſt poi, deve Medita: | 
tions upon them, - 4 we 


: | (1) What Reaſon toes: * 2 
Grace of our Bleſſed Redeemer, which 


prepares, and e ſuch Rewards 25 
bee. TILT | 


| While v we. how bim faying, Be thou faith. 


ful unto Death, and I will give thee a Crown 
of Life; methinks it is but natural for each 
of our Hearts to anſwer, *-Loxrp, doſt 
% thou ſpeak of giving « Crown, a Crown 
\& of Life and Glory to me! Too great, tob 
de great, might the Favour ſeem, if I, who 
have ſo often lifted up my rebellious Hand 


« againſt thy Throne, might be allowed 


« to lay down. this guilty Head in the Duſt, 
* and loſe the Memory of my Treaſons, 


* and the Senſe of my Puniſhment. toge- 
« ther, in everlaſting Forgetfulneſs. And 
is ſuch à Crown prepared, and wilt Thou 


my injured Soyereign, who mighteſt ſo 


5 juſtly arm thyſelf with. Vengeance againſt 
*© me, . beſtow this Crown with . thine own 
6 Hand; with all theſe other Circumſtances 
of Dignity, ſo as even to make my Tri- 
** umphs thine own! What is my ſtrict- 
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« but the Purchaſe of 
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(17) 
eſt Fidelity to Thee? Tho' I do indeed 
(as I humbly deſire that I may,) conti- 
nue faithful unto Death, Jam yet but an 
unprofitable Servant; I have done no more 


than my Duty (y). I bave purſued thy 


Work, in Thy Strength; and, in Conſe= 
quence of that Love which Thou haſt 
put into my Heart, it hath been itt ow: 
Reward: And doſt Thou thus crown one 
Favour with another! Bleſſed Ixsus, 
I would with all Humility Jay that Crown 
at thy Feet, acknowledging before Thee, 
and the whole World, (as I ſhall at 


that it is not only the Gift of Thy Love, 
Thy Blood. Never, 
never had I beheld it, otherwiſe than at 
an anapproachable Diſtance, as an Ag- 
gravation of my Miſery and Deſpair, hadſt 
not Thou worn another Crown, a Crown 
of Infamy and 'of Thorns. The Gems 
which muſt for ever adorn my Temples, 
were formed from thoſe precious Drops, 
that once trickled down Thine; and all 
the Splendor of my Robes of Triumph! is 
owing to their being waſhed in the Blood 
of the Lamb (v). With what pleaſing 

D Wonder 


(y) Luke xvii. 10, (z) Rev. vii. 14. 


(18) 
Wonder may we purſue the Thought! And 
while it employs our Mind, | 


-(2.) How juſtly may this awaken a ge- 
nerous Ambition to ſecure this Crown to 
ourſelves ! | 


Dearly as it was purchaſed by our Bleſſed 
Redeemer, it is moſt freely offered to us, to 
the Youngeſt, to the Meaneſt, to the moſt 
Unworthy. It is not prepared, merely for 
thoſe that have worn an Earthly Diadem or 
Coronet: (Would to-Gop, it were not de- 
ſpiſed by moſt of them, as a Thing leſs 
worthy of their Thoughts, than the moſt 
trifling Amuſement, by which they unbend 
their Minds from the weighty Cares attend- 
ing their Station!) But it is prepared for you, 
and for you; even for every one, who thinks 
it worth purſuing, and accepting, upon the 
Terms of the Goſpel Covenant ; for every 
one, who believing in CHRIST, and loving 
Him, is humbly determined through his 
Grace to be faithful unto Death. And 
ſhall this glorious Propoſal he made to you in 
vain? Were it an Earthly Crown that could 
lawfully be obtained, are there not many of 
us, notwithſtanding all its Weight of Anx- 
teties, 


native. 


619) 


ieties, and all the piercing Thorns with 
which we might know it to be lined, that 
would be ready eagerly to ſeize it, and per- 
haps to contend and quarrel with each other 
for it? But here is no Foundation for Con- 
tention, Here is a Crown for each; and ſuch 
a Crown, that all the Royal Ornaments of 
all the Princes upon Earth, when compared 


with it, are lighter than a Feather, and viler 


than Duſt. And ſhall we zeglect it? Shall 
we refuſe it, from ſuch a- Hand too, as that 
by which it is offered? Shall we ſo judge 
ourſelves unworthy of Eternal Life (a), as 
thereby indeed to make ourſelves worthy of 
Eternal Death? For there is no other Alter- 
But bleſſed be Gop, it is not 
univerſally neglected. There are (1 doubt 
not) among you, many who purſue it, many 
who ſhall aſſuredly obtain it. For their Sakes 
let us reflect, 


(3.) How couragiouſly may the Heads which 
are to wear ſuch a Crown, be lifted up to 
face all the Trials of Life and Death |! 


Thoſe Trials may be various, and perhaps 
extream ; but if borne. aright, far from de- 
D 2 priving 

(a) Acts Xiu, 46. 
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( 20) 


priving us of this Crown, they will only ſerve. 


to increaſe its Luſtre, It is the Apoſtle 


Paul's expreſs Aſſertion; and he ſpeaks, as 
tranſported with the Thought ; For this Cauſe 
we faint not, but tho' the outward Man periſh, 
yet the inward Man is renewed Day by Day : 
For our light Affiition, which is but for a 
Moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding 
and eternal Weight of Glory; while we look 


not at the Things which are ſeen, but at the 


Things which are not ſeen; for the Things 
which are ſeen are Temporal, but the Things 
which are not ſeen are Eternal (hb), Surely 
with this Support, we may not only ive, 
but triumph, in Poverty, in Reproach, in 
Weakneſs, in Pain: And with this we may 
die, not only ſerenely, but joyfully, Oh 
my Friends, Where are our Hearts? Where 
is our Faith? Nay, I will add, Where is 
our Reaſon? Why are not our Eyes, our 
Deſires, and our Hopes, more frequently di- 
rected upward? Surely one Ray from that 
reſplendent Diadem might be ſufficient to 


confound all the falſe Charms of theſe tran- 


ſitory Vanities, which indeed owe all their 
Luſtre to the Darkneſs in which they are 
placed. Surely when our Spirits are over- 

whelmed 


(5) 2 Car, iv. 16, 17, 18. 


14) 
whelmed within us, one Glance of it might 


be ſufficient to animate and elevate them; 
and might teach us to ſay, in the Midſt of 


Dangers, Sorrows, and Death, In all theſe 
Things we are more than Conquerors, thro 


him that loved us (c). Thus have ſome tri- 
umphed in the laſt Extremities of Nature; 
and both the Subject, and the Occaſion alſo, 
loudly calls us to reflect, 


(4.) What Reaſon we have to congratu- 
late thoſe happy Souls, that have already re- 
ceived the Crown of Life ! 


When we are weeping over the cold, yea 
the bleeding Remains of ſuch, ſurely it is for 
ourſekves, and unt for them, that the Stream, 
flows. The , Thought of their Condition, 
far from moying our Compaſſion, may rather 
inſpire us with Joy, and with Praiſe, Look 
not on their pale Countenance, nor on the 
wide and deep Weaunds, through which per- 
haps the Soul ruſhed out to ſeize the great 


Prize of its Faith and Hope; tho even 7hoſe 


Wounds appear beautiful, when earned by diſ- 
tinguiſhed Virtue, by Piety to their Country, 
and their Gon. Lock not on the Eyes cloſed 

; : in 
e) Rom, viii. 37. 


—— — 
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( 22) 
in Death, or the once honoured and beloved 
Head, now covered with the Duſt of 
the Grave: But view, by an internal be- 
lieving Eye, that different Form which the 
exalted triumphant Spirit already wears, the 
Earneſt of a yet brighter Glory, Their great 
Leader, whoſe Care of them we are fondly 
ready to ſuſpect, or ſecretly to complain of 
as deficient in ſuch Circumſtances as theſe, 
points (as it were) to the white Robes, and 
the flouriſhing Palms, which He has given 
them; and calls for our Regard to the Crowns 
of Life which He has ſet on their Heads, 
and to the Songs of Foy and Praiſe to which 
He has formed their exulting Tongues. And 
do we ſully and diſhonour their Triumphs 
with our Tears? Do we think ſo meanly of 
Heaven, and of them, as to wiſh them with 
xs again; that they might eat and drink at 
our Tables; that they might talk with us in 
our low Language ; that they might travel 
with us from Stage to Stage in this Wilder- 
neſs; and take their Share with us in thoſe 
Vanities of Life, of which we ourſelves are 
ſo often weary, that there is hardly a Week, 
or a Day, in which we are not lifting up our 
Eyes, and * with a deep inward Groan, 

| Ob 


( 23) 
Oh that we had Wings like a Dove! Then 
would we flee away, and be at Reſt (d). 

Surely with Relation to theſe faithful Sol- 
diers of JEsUs CHRIST, who have already 
fallen, it is Matter of no ſmall Joy to re- 
flect, that their Warfare is accompliſhed (e); 
that they have at length paſſed through every 
Scene in which their Fidelity could be in- 
dangered; ſo that now, they are inviolably ſe- 
cure. How much more then ſhould we re- 
joice, that they are entered, not only into the 
Reſt, but into the Joy of their Lord; that 
they conquered, even when they fell, and are 
now reaping the Fruits, the celeſtial and im- 
mortal Fruits, of that laſt great Victory? 

A Senſe of Honour often taught the Hea- 
thens, when attending thoſe Friends to the 
Funeral Pile who had died honourably in 
their Country's Cauſe, to uſe ſome Ceremo- 
nies expreſſive of their Joy for their Glory; 
tho' that Glory was an empty Name,- and 
all the Reward of it a Wreath of Laurel, 
which was ſoon to crackle in the Flame, 
and vaniſh into Smoak. And ſhall not the 
Joy and Glory of the living Spirit affect us, 
much more than hey could be affected with 
the Honours paid to the mangled Corpſe ? 


Let 
(d) Pal, Iv. 6, (e) Iſai. xl. 2. | 


. 

Let us then think with Reverence, and 
with Joy, on the Piaus Dead; and eſpe- 
cially on thoſe, whom Gop honoured with 
any ſpecial Opportunities of approving their 
Fidelity, in Life, or in Death: And if we 
mourn, (as who, in ſome Circumſtances, can 
forbear it?) let it be as Chriſtians, with that 
Mixture of high Congratulation, with that 
erect Countenance, and that undaunted 
Heart, which becomes thoſe that ſee by 
Faith their Exaltation and Felicity ; and burn- 
ing with a ſtrong and ſacred Eagerneſs to join 
their triumphant Company, let us be ready to 
ſhare in the moſt painful of their Trials, 
that we may alſo ſhare in their Glories. 


- And ſurely, if I have ever known a Life, 
and a Death, capable of inſpiring us with 
theſe Sentiments in their ſublimeſt Eleva- 
tions, it was the Life and the Death of that 
Hluftrious Chriſtian Hero, Col oN EL GAR. 


DINER; whoſe Character was too well 


known to many of you, by ſome Months 
Reſidence here, to need your being informed 
of it from me; and whoſe Hiffory was too 
remarkable, to be confined within thoſe few 
remaining Moments, which muſt be allotted 
to the finiſhing of this Diſcourſe, Yet there 


was 


(25 } 
was ſoinething ſo uncommon in both, that 
I think it of high Importance to the Honour 
of the Goſpel and Grace of CHRIST, that 
they ſhould be delivered down to Poſterity, 
in a diſtinſt and particular View. And 
therefore; as the Providence of Gop; in 
Concurrence with that moſt intimate and 


familiar Friendſhip with which this Great 


and Good Man was pleaſed to honour me, 
gives me an Opportunity of | ſpeaking of 
many important Things, eſpecially relating to 
his Religious Experiences, with greater Ex- 
actneſs and Certainty than moſt others might 
be capable of doing ; and as he gave me his 
full Permiſſion, in Caſe I ſhould have the 
Affliction to ſurvive him, to declare freely 
whatever I knew of him, which I might 
apprehend conducive to the Glory of Gop, 


and the Advancement of Religion; I pur- 


poſe publiſhing, in a diſtin Tract, Same re- 
markable Paſſages of his Life, illuſtrated by 
Extracts from his own Letters, which ſpeak 
in the moſt forcible Manner the genuine 


Sentiments of his Heart. But as I promiſe 


myſelf conſiderable Afiiſtance in this Work 
from ſome valuable Perſons in the Northern 
Part of our 1land, and poſſibly from ſome 


of his own Papers, to which our preſent Con- 


= fuſions 


ä 
fuſions forbid my Acceſs, I muſt delay the 
Execution of this Deſign at leaſt for a few 
Months; and muſt likewiſe take Heed, 
that I do not too much anticipate what [I 
may then offer to the Publick View, by 
what it might otherwiſe be very proper to 
mention now. | £ 

Let it therefore ſuffice for the preſent to 
remind you, that Col EL GARDINER 
was one of the moſt illuſtrious Inſtances of 
the Energy, and indeed I muſt alſo add, of 
the Sovereignty of Divine Grace, which I 
have heard or read of in Modern Hiſtory, 
He was, in the moſt amazing. and miracu- 
lous Manner, without any Divine Ordi- 
nance, without any Religious Opportunity, 
of peculiar Advantage, Deliverance, or Af- 
fliction, reclaimed on a Sudden, in the Vigour 
of Life and Health, from the moſt licenti- 
ous and abandoned Senſuality, not only to 
a ſteady Courſe of Regularity and Virtue, 
but to high Devotion, and ſtrict tho' unaf- 
fected Sanctity of Manners: A Courſe, (in 
which he perſiſted for more than Twenty- 
fix Years, that is, to the Cloſe of Life,) fo 
remarkably eminent for Piety towards Gop, 
diffuſive Humanity and Chriſtian Charity, 
lively Faith, deep Humility, ſtrict Tempe- 


rance, 


( 27 ) 


rance, active Diligence in improving Time, 
meek. Reſignation to the Will of Gop, ſteady 


Patience in enduring Afflictions, unaffected 


Contempt of ſecular Intereſt, and reſolute 
and couragious Zeal in maintaining Truth, 
as well as in reproving and (where his Autho- 
rity might take Place,) reſtraining Vice and 
Wickedneſs of every Kind; that I muſt de- 
liberately declare, that when I conſider all 


theſe Particulars together, it is hard to ſay 
where, but in the Book of Gop, he found 
bis Example, or where he has left bis Equal. 


Every one of theſe Articles, with many 


more, I hope (it Gop ſpare my Life,) to 


have an Opportunity of illuſtrating, in ſuch 
a Manner as to ſhew, that he was a living 


' Demonſtration of the Energy and Excellency 


of the Chriſtian Religion; nor can I imagine 
how I can ſerve its Intereſts better, than by 
recording what I have ſeen and known upon 
this Head, known to my Edification, as 
well as my Joy. 

But Oh, how ſhall 1 lead back your 
Thoughts, and my own, to what we once 
enjoyed in him, without too deep and tender 
a Senſe of what we have /of! To have 
poured out his Soul in Blood ; to have fallen 
1 the ſavage and rebellious Hands of his 


E 2 own 


* 


( 28.) 
own Country men, at the Wall of his own. 
Houſe ; deſerted by thoſe; who were under 
the higheſt Obligations that can be imagined 
to have defended his Life with their own; 
and above all, to have ſeen ith his dying Eyes 
the Enemies of our Religion and Liberties 
triumphant, and to have heard in bis lateſt 
Moments the horrid Noiſe of their inſulting 
Shouts; —— is a Scene, in the View of 
which we are almoſt tempted to ſay, Where 
were the Shields of Angels? Where the 
Eye of Providence? Where the Remem- 
brance of thoſe numberleſs Prayers, which 
had been offered to Gop for the Preſerva- 
tion of ſuch a Man, at ſuch a Time as 
this? But let Faith aſſure us, that he 
was never more dear and precious in the 
Eye of his Divine Leader, than in theſe 
dreadful Moments, when if Senſe were to 
judge, he might ſeem moſt neglected: That 
is of all others e bappieſt Death, which may 
moſt ſenſibly approve our Fidelity to Goo, 
and our Zeal for his Glory. To ſtand 
fingly i in the Combat with the fierceſt Ene- 
mies, in the Cauſe of Religion and Liberty, 
when the whole Regiment he commanded 
fled; to throw- himſelf with ſo noble an Ar- 
gor to defend thoſe on Foot, whom the 
| C - 


* (29) 
whole Body which he headed were appointed 
to ſupport, when he ſaw that the Fall of the 
neareſt Commander expoſed thoſe brave Men 
to the Extremity of Danger ; were Circum- 
ſtances that evidently ſhewed, how much 
he held Honour and Duty dearer than Life. 
He could not but be conſcious of the diſtin- 
guiſhed Profeſſion he had made, under a 
Religious Character; he could not but be ſen- 
ſible, how much our Army, in Circumſtan- 
ces like theſe, needs all that the moſt gene- 
rous Examples can do, to animate its Of- 
ficers ahd its Soldiers: And therefore he ſeems 
deliberately to have judged, that altho when 
his Men would hear no Voice but that of 
their Fears, he might have retreated with- 
out Infamy, it was better he ſhould die in 
ſo glorious a Cauſe, than have it thought 
that his Regard to Religion and Liberty was 
but a mere Profeſſion, that was not ſtrong 
enough to make him faithful unto Death. 
He had long felt the Force of it; and had 
too high a Value for his King and Country, 
to think of deſerting the Truſt committed 
to him; too great a Love for the Proteſtant 
Religion, to think of exchanging it for the 
Errors of Popery ; and rather than give way 
+ to a Rebellious Crew, by whoſe Succeſs an 


Inlet, 


(30) 

Inlet would be opened to the cruel Ravages of 
Arbitrary Power, and to the bloody and re- 
lentleſs Rage of Popiſb Superſtition, he loved 
not his Lyfe unto the Death (. And in 
this View his Death was Martyrdom, and 
has, I doubt not, received the Applauſes 
and Rewards of it: For what is Martyrdom, 
but voluntarily to meet Death, for the Ho- 
nour of Gop, and the Teſtimony of a good 
Conſcience? —— And if it be indeed true, 
as it is reported on very conſiderable Autho- 
rity, that before he expired He had an In- 
terview with the Leader of the oppoſite 
Party, and declared in his Preſence © the 
« full Aſſurance he had of an immortal 
c Crown, Which he was going to receive, 
it is a Circumſtance worthy of being had 
in everlaſting Remembrance: As in that Caſe, 
Providence may ſeem wonderfully to have 
united Two ſeemingly inconſiſtent Circum- 
ances, in the Manner of his dying; the 
Alternative of either of which he has ſpoken * 
of in my Hearing, as what with humble 
Submiſſion to the great Lord of Life He 
could moſt earneſtly wiſh : © That if he 
** were not called directly to die for the 
* Truth,” which he rightly judged the moſt 

| | glorious 


(F) Rev, xii, 11. 


n 

glorious and happy Lot of Mortality, * he 
« might either fall in the Field of Battle, 
fighting in Defence of the Religion and 
« Liberties. of his Country; or might have 
ce an Opportunity of expreſſing his Hopes and 
« Toys, as a Chriſtian, to the Honour of his 
« Lord, and the Edification of thoſe about 
ee him, in his departing Moments; and fo 
© might go off this Earthly Stage,” as in 
the Letter that relates his Death, it is ex- 
preſsly ſaid that he did, © triumphing in 
ce the Aſſurance of a Bleſſed Immortality.” 

How difficult it muſt be in our preſent 
Circumſtances, to gain certain and exact In- 
formation, you will eaſily perceive: But 
enough is known, and more than enough, 
to ſhew how juſtly the high Conſola- 
tions of that glorious Subject which we have 
been contemplating, may be applied to the 
preſent ſolemn Occaſion, From what is 
certain with Relation to him, we may preſume 
to ſay, that after He had adorned the Goſpe 
by ſo honourable a Life, in ſuch a conſpi- 
cuous Station, Gop ſeems to have conde- 
ſcended, as with his own Hand, to raiſe him 
an illuſtrious Theatre, on which he might 
die a venerable and amiable Spectacle to the 


World, 


(32) 

World, and to Angels, and to Men (g); bal- 
lancing to his Native Land by ſuch an Exit, 
the Loſs of what future Services it could 
have expected, from a Conſtitution ſo much 
broken as his was, by the Fatigues of his 
Campaign in Flanders, where he contracted 

an Illneſs, from which he never recovered. 
On the whole therefore, whatever Cauſe 
we have, (as indeed we have great Cauſe;) 
to ſympathize with his wounded Family, and 
with his wounded Country ; and how decent 
ſoever it may be, like David, to take up our 
Lamentation over the Mighty fallen, and the 
brighteſt Weapons of our War periſhed (h; 
| (and Oh, how naturally might ſome of us 
adopt the preceding Words too!) Yet after 
all, let us endeavour to ſummon. up a Spirit, 
like that with which He hore the Loſs of 
Friends, eminent for their Goodneſs and 
Uſefulneſs. And while we glorify GOD in 
him (i), as on ſo many Accounts we have 
Reaſon to do, let us be animated by: ſuch an 
Example to a Reſolution.of. continuing like 
him, fledfaſt in our Duty, amidſt Deſertion 
and Danger, and all the Terrors that can 
beſet us around. As He, having been fo 
eminently faithful unto Death, has undoubt- 
| edly 


(g) 1 Cor. iv. 9, (5) 28am. i. 27. (i) Gal. i. 24. 


(33) 

edly received a Crown of Life, which ſhines 
with diſtinguiſhed Luſtre, among thoſe who 
are come out of much Tribulation (Y; let us 
be couragious Followers of Him, and of all the 
Glorious Company of thoſe, who thro! Faith 
and Patience inherit the Promiſes (1). Then 
may we be able to enter into the Comfort 
and Spirit of them all, and of this Promiſe 
in particular; and ſhall not be diſcouraged, 
tho' we are called to ehdure 4 great Fight 


of Aflictions (m ), or even to ſacrifice ur 


Lives, like Him, in Defence of our Religion 
and Liberties: Since in this Cauſe: we know, 
if we ſhould fall like Him, even 0 die is 


Gain (u); and while his Memory is bleſſed (o), 


and his Name had in Honour, we are aſſured 
upon the beſt Authority, that having fought 
the good Fight with ſo heroick a Fortitude, 
and finiſhed his Courſe with fo ſteady a Tenor, 
and kept the Faith with ſo unſhaken a Re- 
ſolution, there is laid up for Him a Crown 
of brighter Glory than He has yet received, 
which the Lord the righteous Fudge will give 
unto Him in that great expected Day ; and 
not unto Him only, but unto all them that ive 
His Appearance NY. Amen! | 


5 Rev. vii. 14. (7) Heb. vi. 12. (m) Hed. x, 32. 
In) Phil. i. 21. (o) Prov. x. 7. (p) 2 Tim. iv. 7,8. 
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ag after the SERMON. | 


. 1, 


ARK! 'Tisour Heay'nly Leader's None 
From his triumphant Seat; 
Mid all the War's tumultuous Noiſe, 


How pow'rful, and how ſweet! 
I. 


“Fight on, my faithful Band, he cries, 
Nor fear the mortal Blow: = 
* Who firſt in ſuch a Warfare dies, 

** Shall ſpeedieſt Victory know, 


III. 


#* J have my Days of Combat known, 
« And in the Duft was laid: 
* But thence I mounted to my Throne, 
* And Glory crowns my Head. 
| IV. © That 


1436) 
IV. 


* That Throne, that Glory, you ſhall ſhare; 
My Hands the Crown ſhall give: 
„And you the ſparkling Honours wear, - 


e While Gop himſelf ſhall live.“ 
| x | V. 


Lord, tis enough ! Our Boſoms glow ́ 
With Conrage, and with Love : 306) 

Thine Hand ſhall bear thy Soldiers thro! F 

And raife their Heads above. ; 


* I. 


My Soul, while Deaths beſet me round, 
Erects her ardent Eyes; 

* longs, thro' ſome illuſtrious Wound, 
To ruſh and ſeize the Prize. 
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